generous man, and mentor to generations of students. He made a series of significant scientific contributions on the taxonomy of marine or estuarine annelids, as well as in benthic ecology and artisanal fisheries. Diez et al. (2015) wrote about his life from his birth in Mar del Plata, Argentina, through his exile in Mexico and the USA, to the return to his home country following the re-establishment of democracy, and his contribution to the study of South American polychaetes. His interest in polychaetes developed through encouragement and tuition from Dr Enrique Rioja. Lobo produced 37 publications on benthic ecology and polychaete systematics, naming nine genera and 29 species.
Roger Bamber ( Figure 1C ) was a larger than life marine systematist and ecologist. A multi-talented naturalist, he had a great intellect, while at the same time being a 'man of the people' and very sociable. Pycnogonids and tanaids were his main passion, but he worked on polychaetes also -describing one new genus (Baldia Garwood & Bamber, 1988) and three new species. He attended several International Polychaete Conferences. Roger passed away peacefully in his sleep on 16 February 2015, just over a year after being diagnosed with Motor Neurone Disease (Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis). The first obituary was published online (Vandepitte, 2015) in the news section of the World Register of Marine Species (WoRMS) as acknowledgement of his involvement with the database since its precursor -the European Register of Marine Species (ERMS). A special issue of Zootaxa was dedicated to honour his life and work . An obituary was published also in the Bulletin of the Porcupine Marine Natural History Society (Horton, 2015) ; Roger having been a member since its inaugural meeting in the Royal Scottish Museum (now National Museums Scotland), Edinburgh, on 13 February 1977. He was a prolific contributor, long-standing committee member, Honorary Editor (1985 Editor ( -1994 and more recently Honorary Secretary (2007 Secretary ( -2015 of the Society. Roger made an outstanding contribution to the field of marine biology and systematics, publishing 218 scientific papers and describing 346 taxa.
Kristian Fauchald (Figure 2A ) was the most highly influential polychaete systematist of his generation. He was kind, generous and inspirational to countless researchers. He authored 103 publications during 1961-2014 (Ward, 2016) including the famous 'Pink Book' (Fauchald, 1977) and The Diet of Worms (Fauchald & Jumars, 1979) , and two ground-breaking companion works on polychaete systematics . A special publication of papers on polychaete research was published to honour Kristian on his 70th birthday (Rouse et al., 2005) . During his career, Kristian described 34 new genera and over 250 of his species' names remain valid (Read, 2016 (Read & Fauchald, 2017) .
Kristian died on 4 April 2015 following a heart attack the previous evening. A number of tributes rapidly appeared on the internet and a short obituary was published online on WoRMS (Pleijel & Rouse, 2015) . These and many other tributes from family, friends, colleagues and students were included in the tribute volume compiled by Mackie & Darbyshire (2016) for the 12th International Polychaete Conference in Cardiff. A eulogy, similarly originally published online in 2015, appeared in print the following year (SalazarVallejo, 2016 ). An annual International Polychaete Day was inaugurated on 1 July 2015 (his birthday) to encourage events and social media activity worldwide, promoting polychaetes in Kristian's memory. A special session of 19 oral Figure 2B ) -named for his husband Len Hirsch. Len was a regular participant in International Polychaete Conferences (Figure 2A) , and sadly died a couple of months after Kristian on 12 June 2015.
